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"IN THEIR ELEMENT" - Sue Wilson


If it weren't so immediately accurate, the title chosen by fiddler Alasdair Fraser for his first recorded collaboration with 19- year -old American cellist Natalie Haas might seem a touch pre-emptive.

As it is, however, these along with numerous other complimentary epithets - among them, "brio", "verve", "flamboyance" - are reduced to little more than factual descriptions by the album's escalating brilliance.  Fraser has long championed the rehabilitation of the cello as an ideal tonal and rhythmic partner for the fiddle, as it was often deployed in previous times, and with Haas has evidently found a true musical soulmate.

A fascination with rhythm has been a central characteristic of Fraser's work in recent years, and here it's this percussive quality in Haas's playing that predominated over its harmonic aspects.  At the same time, though, even amid the thrilling, coruscating swordplay of the dance tunes, it's the slower numbers that stand out.  

The Duchess unites three old tunes named after aristocratic ladies into an exquisitely expressive whole, while the pizzicato-stroked Prince Charles' Last View of Scotland achieves a haunting blend of grief and gravitas.
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